RESC150 Insights & Implications: 

New Orleans in the Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina (3 credits)
Spring 2006 

Mondays, 5:00-8:30 pm, Lourdes Hall, South Lounge

Instructors:
Professor Tamara Berg (tberg@winona.edu) 

Professor Joan Francioni (jfrancioni@winona.edu)

Professor Ann Smith (asmith@winona.edu)

See Blackboard Course Website for details regarding faculty office hours.
Required Text
Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America, John M. Barry, Touchstone – Simon and Schuster Publishers, 1998, ISBN 0-684-84002-2
Other Requirements
*A bound 6” x 9” (or larger) notebook. This will become your course learning log. 

General Course Information

Hurricane Katrina has raised important questions about race, racism, socioeconomic class, and poverty in the United States. In addition, this catastrophe has raised complex questions about security, environmental impact and governmental funding priorities. You will explore these and other questions as they relate directly to the city of New Orleans, Louisiana.  As part of the course, we will travel to New Orleans to participate in a hurricane relief work project over WSU's spring break. 

This is an inquiry-based course. Inquiry is an approach to teaching and learning that centers on the process of exploring a particular topic wherein students are guided—in this case by a combination of readings, discussion, and first-person experience—to understand issues in complex ways. Inquiry leads to asking questions and making discoveries in the search for new understandings.  

In this class, we will emphasize asking questions, perhaps presented as “working hypotheses,” that will lead you to and through the process of gathering information and perspective to refine your working hypotheses about New Orleans in the aftermath of Katrina.  You will have the opportunity to test out your hypotheses and perspectives with peers and faculty members. 

In addition, you will learn to identify and collect appropriate evidence to support or refine your hypotheses and perspectives. Some information will be gathered from published sources. Other information will be generated as a result of directed inquiries such as interviews and field studies.

Enhanced oral and written communication abilities are an expected outcome of inquiry. You will describe the process of inquiry and your results in both written and oral formats. 

Throughout the course as well at the end of the course, your will describe your inquiry and the results associated with your intellectual journey.
Students enrolled in this course will

· understand what led up to the disaster, natural and otherwise, that followed in the wake of Hurricane Katrina

· think critically about important questions of race, racism, socioeconomic class, and poverty in the United States
· participate in hurricane relief/recovery work in New Orleans, LA
· reflect on individual and group responses to disaster
· process, assess and come to some conclusions regarding the complex questions Katrina has raised for people living in the U.S.
· publicly present what they have learned from their scholarly and personal inquiries into Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath
University Studies Notes

Completion of this course fulfills the University Studies requirement in the Contemporary Citizenship category of the Unity and Diversity segment.

Courses in the Contemporary Citizenship category must address five of the following six outcomes. ”CC” letter codes showing where the course addresses these outcomes are included in this syllabus.

Contemporary Citizenship courses must include requirements and learning activities that promote students’ abilities to

A.
use critical thinking to analyze contemporary issues;

B.   
demonstrate effective oral and/or written communication of ideas, informed opinions, and/or values;

C.   
identify, find, and use tools of information science related to contemporary issues;

D.   
demonstrate the ability to work effectively independently and/or in collaborative problem-solving groups;

E.     
identify principles and applications of personal, civic, and/or economic responsibility; understand personal responsibility for lifestyle choices; and/or

F.    
participate actively (e.g., class discussion, volunteerism, etc.) in issues significant to citizenship in contemporary society.

Assignments

1. Learning logs – 

a. Part 1 (first 7 weeks): summary and analysis of assigned readings. 
[CC-A,B]
b. Part 2 (March 11-19): Record what you hear/see/smell/taste/feel and do each day you are in NO. [CC-B,D]
c. Part 3: Analyze your entries as a whole.

2. Rising Tide/Katrina connections team teaching – teams of 3-4 students will lead discussion of assigned chapters in text and prepare a bulleted list of connections of issues raised in text to issues related to hurricane Katrina, along with citations and links if using electronic docs, where applicable. [CC-A,B,C,D]
3. Ground-zero media oral report – Be prepared to orally report on one media article that was disseminated in the first 10 days following Katrina and a related follow-up media article from a later time. Turn in a one-page list of bulleted points for class discussion/analysis of your articles. [CC-A,C]
4. Race/class/gender media written report – Bring to class two media articles that demonstrate the ways in which Katrina has exposed race/class/gender divides in American society. Include a 2 to 3-page typed analysis of your articles.  [CC-A]
5. Great Race – New Orleans: Working in teams of 2 or 3, you will race to demonstrate (using photos as documentation) that you have found/experienced the following (total “race” time = 3 hours): [CC-D]
· Eat/Taste something typically NO (i.e., crawfish, etoufee, gumbo, gator, Bananas Foster) and explain the significance of your choice

· A place that represents the complicated racial divides found in NO

· A place that represents the complicated class divides found in NO

· A sign of the rich diversity of NO culture

· NO landmarks (explain significance) from the 1700’s, 1800’s and 1900’s

· Other specific locations to be announced on Race day

6. Photojournalism assignment – Working by yourself or in groups of 2, use photos to tell a story about NO in the aftermath of Katrina. You should include a minimum of 20 photos as well as a one-page narrative introduction to your story. [CC-A,B,D]
7. First person interviews & analysis – working in groups of 2 or 3 you will interview 3 or more people you meet in NO to discover and record their “Katrina stories.”  Together, you will create an interview plan (when and where will you do your interviews? who would you like to interview? what do you want to investigate via your interviews?). Each person must take the lead in initiating and conducting at least one interview. You should plan on transcribing your interview as it happens (while you probably won’t take down every word, taking notes and capturing important quotes, as well as taking photos or even a video recording, will help you later). After you have completed 3 or more interviews, your group must combine the interviews into a single document that conveys what you have learned about Katrina and its aftermath through your interview experiences. Your final document should include quotes and photos to go along with your analysis. [CC-A,B,D,E]
8. Final individual paper [CC-A,B,C,E]
9. Final group presentation [CC-A,B,C,D]
10. Service Work Project – see below.  [CC-D, F]
New Orleans Service Work over Spring Break
Students will participate in one of three primary work projects directly related to hurricane relief in New Orleans over Spring Break.  Throughout the semester preceding the break, students will work with their site-team to prepare for these projects.  The main work projects are as follows:

1. Individual family home clean up and initial renovation.  Ms. Gerry is a single mother who lives with her special needs son, Glen, in New Orleans East.  Their home received over 3 feet of water during the hurricane.  Although there is extensive damage to the house as a result of the flood waters, the house and neighborhood were not completely flooded.  Therefore, residents who are able to clean out their homes and replace molded drywall and such will be able to move back in.  This project will be directed by a volunteer carpenter from Winona, who will travel with the group.  It will involve such things as clearing out damaged items, cleaning floors, walls, furniture, etc., drywall removal and replacement, painting, and fence rebuilding.

2. New Orleans City Park clean up.  New Orleans City Park, a large non-profit park 1 mile wide by 3 miles long, was completely flooded by the hurricane.  The park is located on city property, but receives no city or state funding.  The park also serves a large population of the city.  It is said that every person who grew up in New Orleans rode on the kiddie train at some point in their youth!  Work in the park for this project will be directed by a park staff person.  It will involve such things as pressure washing and painting park shelters, cleaning/painting in the amusement park, and clearing out hurricane debris.  Some of the older students from St. Michael’s Special School will assist the WSU students in this project.

3. St. Michael’s Special School renovation.  St. Michael’s is a school for mentally delayed students from the age of 5 to 21.  The school was not flooded during the hurricane, but it did sustain some wind damage.  St. Michael’s was also scheduled to do some major renovations, starting this year.  However, due to the hurricane, funding for this work is not currently available.  Therefore, existing parts of the campus that were due to be torn down or replaced will stay as they are for the time being.  This project will focus on efforts to maintain those parts of campus for another few years.  Under the direction of St. Michael’s staff, students will work on such things as painting, cleaning, fence repair, fixing outside play area equipment, and simple landscaping.  Students will have the opportunity to work with St. Michael’s students on these projects.  In addition, students will participate in initial clearing of one of the faculty member’s houses that was completely flooded during the hurricane
Grading

	Percent
	Assignment

	12
	Learning logs 

	10
	Rising Tide/Katrina connections team 

	  6
	Ground-zero oral report 

	  6
	Race/class/gender written report  

	  6
	Great Race – New Orleans

	10
	Photojournalism assignment 

	10
	First person interviews & analysis 

	10
	Final individual paper 

	10
	Final group presentation 

	20
	Service Work Project 


Weekly Syllabus

January 23 

Read: 
(1) Rising Tide, chapters 1-6;
(2) “New Orleans After the Storm” http://www.community-wealth.org/_pdfs/news/recent-articles/12-05/report-brookings.pdf 
(3) “Huge Racial Divide over Katrina and its Consequences: Two-in-Three Critical of Bush's Relief Efforts” http://people-press.org/reports/display.php3?ReportID=255 
In-Class:

· Introduction (faculty/student introductions, distribute maps, review syllabus/assignments)

· Presentation of work sites and work projects

· Discuss assigned background reading (“New Orleans After the Storm”; “Huge Racial Divide over Katrina and its Consequences”)
· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 1-6 

Due by Jan 25: Post to blackboard (under Discussion thread titled “Work Site Preferences”) your top 2 work site choices and a statement of why you want and/or are qualified for each site.

January 30 

Read: 

(1) Rising Tide, chapters 7-11, 

(2) “Finding and Framing Katrina: The Social Construction of Disaster” & “Seeing and Not Seeing: Complicity in Surprise” (available from “Understanding Katrina: Perspectives from the Social Sciences” site -http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/ - articles are listed by title along the left-hand side of the website).
(3) Ground-zero media articles: “Broken Levees, Unbroken Barriers,” by Jason DeParle, September 4, 2005; and “The Misery is Spread Equally” by James Dao, August 31, 2005 (You will need to access the Lexis-Nexis Database via the library website to download the articles from the New York Times. Ask a librarian if you have trouble with this.)
In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 

· Topic lecture: History, geology, climate

· Discuss: “Finding and Framing Katrina: The Social Construction of Disaster” & “Seeing and Not Seeing: Complicity in Surprise” 
· Ground-zero media report – faculty led discussion
· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 7-11

· work sites assigned/work group discussion

February 6 

Read: 

(1) Rising Tide, chapters 12-16

(2) “Using Organizations: The Case of FEMA;” “Death on the Roof: Race and Bureaucratic Failure;” and “The Criminalization of New Orleanians in Katrina’s Wake” (available from “Understanding Katrina: Perspectives from the Social Sciences” site - http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/ - articles are listed by title along the left-hand side of the website).
(3)  “French Quarter Holdouts Create ‘Tribes’” (http://www.breitbart.com/news/2005/09/04/D8CDOL100.html)
(4) Your own “ground-zero media articles – either this week or next week.

Due: “Ground-zero” media oral report (half of class)
In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 
· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 12-16
· Ground-zero media reports – student-led discussions
· Topic lecture/discussion: Emergency response to Katrina

· work site planning time

February 13

Read: 

(1) Rising Tide, chapters 17-21

(2) “The Titanic Revisited: Race, Class and Katrina” (http://www.classism.org/Katrina_Commentary.html)

(3) “What Katrina Teaches about the Meaning of Racism;” “Katrina’s Political Roots and Divisions: Race, Class and Federalism in American Politics;” “The Geography of Social Vulnerability: Race, Class and Catastrophe” (available from “Understanding Katrina: Perspectives from the Social Sciences” site - http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/ - articles are listed by title along the left-hand side of the website).
(4) Your own “ground-zero media articles – either this week or previous week.

Due: “Ground-zero” media report (other half of class)

In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 

· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 17-21

· Ground-zero media reports – student-led discussions
· Topic lecture/discussion: Race and Class

· work site planning time

February 20

Read: 

(1) Rising Tide, chapters 22-26

(2) ”Women of the Gulf Coast Key to Rebuilding After Katrina and Rita” (http://www.iwpr.org/pdf/NewOrleans_Part1.pdf)

(3) “Katrina and Her Gendering of Class and Race” (http://www.whrnet.org/docs/issue-katrina.html)
(4) “Women and Girls Last? Averting the Second Post-Katrina Disaster” (available from “Understanding Katrina: Perspectives from the Social Sciences” site - http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/ - articles are listed by title along the left-hand side of the website).
Due: Race/class/gender written analysis of media articles – Outline of major points of your report is due.  Also, bring your two media articles to class.

In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 

· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 22-26

· Topic lecture/discussion: Gender

· work site planning time

February 27

Read: 
(1) Rising Tide, chapters 27-31

(2) “Editorial: Katrina’s Lessons” in Rethinking Schools – Online, Vol. 20, No. 1, Fall 2005, http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/20_01/katr201.shtml 

(3) “Understanding Transfer Trauma” in Nursing Spectrum, November 21, 2005, http://community.nursingspectrum.com/MagazineArticles/article.cfm?AID=18535 
(4) “Rebuilding in New Orleans” in Modernhealth.com, Jan, 2, 2006, http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article.cms?articleId=38151 
Due: Race/class/gender written analysis of media reports – Written report is due.  

In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 
· Discussion of Interview assignment and creation of interview plan/questions
· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 27-31
· Topic lecture/discussion: Public Education and Health Care
· work site planning time

March 6 

Read: 
(1) Rising Tide, chapters 32-end
(2) “Bring New Orleans Back” Commission recommendations  http://www.bringneworleansback.org/ 

(3) Responses to above reports. 
Due: Three informed questions for our New Orleans guest speakers.
In-Class:

· “20-minute NO history & culture” 

· Rising Tide discussion/connections to Katrina, Chapters 32-end

· Topic lecture/discussion: Urban Planning 
· work site planning time

· travel planning

March 11-19 – Service Trip in New Orleans
Saturday

· Arrival

· Driving tour of NO neighborhoods

· Dinner in French Quarter

Sunday

· Supply shopping

· Continued driving tour of neighborhoods

· Great Race – New Orleans

· Dinner at Mother’s restaurant

Monday – Friday

· Breakfast; pack lunch

· Service work on-site – 9:00am - 4:00pm

· Dinner – 6:00pm

· Evening class – 7:00pm - 8:30pm

· Reflection on day’s activities

· Local speakers on 2 nights

Friday

· Breakfast; pack lunch

· Service work on-site – 9:00am - 2:00pm

· Late afternoon: St. Patrick’s Day Parade and dinner on your own in the Quarter

Saturday

· Free day

· Dinner Out with group at a famous New Orleans restaurant

Sunday

· Pack and clean lodging area
· Late afternoon - departure

March 27 

Debriefing and picture sharing from trip 
April 3 
Public presentations

April 24
Final paper due

